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Meeting details 

Date: Thursday, September 17, 2020 
 
Time: 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
 
Location: Skype meeting due to COVID-19  
 
Committee members present 

• Michele Besso 
• Jonathan DeVaney 
• Michael Gempler 
• Erik Nicholson 
• Ramon Torres 
• Delia Peña 
• Rosalinda Guillen 
• Rosella Mosby 
 

Non-voting agency representatives 
• Uriel Iniguez 
• Dave Gifford (for Todd Phillips) 
 

Committee members absent 
• Todd Phillips 
• Ignacio Marquez 

 
ESD staff  

• Dan Zeitlin 
• Alberto Isiordia 
• Norma Chavez  
• Rene Maldonado 
• Craig Carroll 
• Tamara Johnson 
• Gustavo Aviles 
• Sara Crosby 

 

Summary 
Meeting Recorded 
This meeting was recorded and is available on https://esd.wa.gov/newsroom/Ag-committee 

Welcome and Introductions 
Employment Security Department (ESD) Policy Director, Dan Zeitlin, welcomed everyone and asked 
Tamara Johnson to take roll. All committee members were present except Todd Phillips and Ignacio 
Marquez. 

Agenda  
Dan Zeitlin reviewed the agenda for the meeting and asked if anyone had any questions. (See Addendum I.) 

Meeting Minutes 
Norma reported that the July 16, 2020 minutes were corrected, and the July 30, 2020 minutes were updated 
to reflect a request to change the labeling of columns in the H-2A Application Data Report table. It was 
requested that ESD change the H-2A Application Data Report “Workers Requested” column title to “# of 
Workers Requested/Labor Certifications.” The change was made and the updated July 16, 2020 and July 30, 
2020 as well as the September 3, 2020 meeting minutes were all sent to committee members for review 
prior to today’s meeting. 
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Dan Zeitlin requested that everyone review the meeting minutes for July 16, 2020, July 30, 2020 and 
September 3, 2020 and provide their feedback. Erik Nicholson made a motion to approve the minutes for 
July 16, 2020 and July 30, 2020 and September 3, 2020. Jon Devaney seconded the motion. Meeting 
minutes were approved. 

H-2A Application Data Report 
Norma Chavez reported on H-2A application data. 
 

Status of Applications # of Applications # of Workers Requested/ 
Labor Certifications* 

Received/Processed 314 29,146 
Withdrawn  21 2,635 
Impossibilities 4 235 
*The numbers reported are not reflective of the number of foreign workers that actually arrive in Washington State. 

H-2A Workers in Washington State 
Norma Chavez stated that the ASWS office is unable to provide an official number of H-2A workers in the 
state,however the approximate number is 18,180 based on employer responses to voluntary surveys. There 
were 10 employers that did not respond to our request. 

Smoke/Wildfire Discussion 
Rosalinda Guillen, Ramon Torres and Michele Besso requested information on what was being done to 
support farmworkers who were affected by the smoke and wildfires. 
Rene Maldonado reported that he met with workers that had complained they didn’t have power, water or 
food and those issues were being resolved. (See Addendum II.) 
Ramon Torres reported that there are additional workers that he is currently with that are not receiving the 
assistance they need to ensure their health and safety.  
Rene Maldonado advised that there are ESD staff in the area, Dan Zeitlin offered that ESD staff could 
immediately repond to the situation so that workers affected by the wildfire and smoke could get prompt 
assistance, and Rene Maldonado and Ramon Torres exchanged phone numbers to coordinate the response. 
Rosalinda Guillen emphasized the need for a stronger immediate emergency response and future planning 
from state government to support farmworkers suffering in environmental emergencies, such as wildfires.  
Norma Chavez reported that 15,000 masks were taken from the Governor’s office to affected farmworkers 
in the Brewster area. 
Jon Devaney reported that 150,000 masks had just arrived in his office from the Governor’s office and 
150,000 more were on the way. He stated that he agreed to receive them so they could be distributed to 
local area farmworkers and put his email in the chat for anyone to contact him for masks.  

ASWS Report 
The Committee continued its work on the report, namely reviewing and revising the section pertaining to 
domestic worker referral and verification.  

Covid-19 Update 
Uriel Iniguez provided an update from L&I/DOSH. (See addendum II.) 
Dave Gifford provided an update from DOH. 

Action Items 
• Schedule additional meeting on October 1, 2020 - 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
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Agenda Items for Next Meeting 
• ASWS Report 2020 

Public Comments 
Dan Fazio, WAFLA (See Addendum III.) 

Adjourned 
Dan Zeitlin thanked everyone for their continued active participation and for their commitment to this 
work, then ended the meeting at 11:33 a.m. 

2020 Meetings 

The next Agricultural and Seasonal Workforce Services Advisory Committee meeting is on: 
• October 1, 2020 – 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  

Skype meeting 
  



Minutes 

4 
 

Addendums 
 

ADDENDUM I 
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ADDENDUM II. 
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ADDENDUM III 

 
 
 

Contact information 

Dan Zeitlin, Director of Policy, Data, Performance & Integrity Division DZeitlin@ESD.WA.GOV 

Employment Security Department ● Policy, Data, Performance and Integrity 
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