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Meeting details 

Date: Thursday, September 16, 2021 
 
Time: 8:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
 
Location: Virtual meeting due to COVID-19  
 
Committee members present 

• Jonathan DeVaney 
• Jeff Perrault 
• Victoria Ruddy 
• Michele Besso 
• Edgar Franks 
• Rosalinda Guillen 
• Michael Gempler 
• Delia Peña 
 

Non-voting agency representatives 
• Uriel Iniguez 
• Ignacio Marquez  
 

Committee members absent 
• Todd Phillips 
 

ESD staff  
• Dan Zeitlin 
• Norma Chavez 
• Alberto Isiordia 
• Juan Martinez 
• Rene Maldonado 
• Oscar Cerda 
• Ana Alcala-Rodriguez 
• Tamara Johnson 

Summary 
Meeting Recorded 
This meeting was recorded and is available on https://esd.wa.gov/newsroom/Ag-committee 

Welcome and Introductions 
Employment Security Department (ESD) Policy Director, Dan Zeitlin, welcomed everyone and introduced 
the new Advisory Committee member Edgar Franks. Dan asked Tamara Johnson to take roll. All voting 
members were present. 

Meeting Minutes    
Dan Zeitlin requested that everyone review the meeting minutes for June 17, 2021 and  July 15, 2021 and 
provide their feedback. Jon DeVaney made a motion to approve the June 17, 2021 and July 15, 2021 
minutes. Jeff Perrault seconded the motion. The June 17, 2021 and July 15, 2021 meeting minutes were 
approved. 

Agenda    Recording timestamp 00:03:33 
Dan Zeitlin reviewed the agenda for the meeting and asked if anyone had any questions. (See Addendum I.) 

Agricultural and Seasonal Workforce Services 
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ASWS Office Update    Recording timestamp 00:08:20 

Oscar Cerda reported the office is currently recruiting for compliance specialists to be located in Auburn, 
Kennewick, Omak, and Walla Walla. The recruitment will be posted continuously until all positions are 
filled. Oscar also reported there have been 15 field visits so far with plans to do 36 by the end of 
September. The committee discussed the nature of field visit activities and associated compliance issues.  

H-2A Application Data Report  Recording timestamp 00:44:38 
Norma Chavez reported on H-2A application data. 

Status of Applications # of 
Applications 

# of Workers 
Requested/ 

Labor Certifications* 

Received/Processed 345 29,998 
Commenced 323 29,138 
Withdrawn  13 600 

 *The numbers reported are not reflective of the number of foreign workers that actually arrive in Washington State. 
 
Rosalinda Guillen (CTC): Can we get actual number of workers in Washington at any point in time? 
Daniel Zeitlin (ESD): The information is provided by employers on a voluntary basis and is difficult to get from unless 
they are willing to share the information. 

Recommendations Update – Norma Chavez  Recording timestamp 00:56:00 

• Worker Referral Updates – Juan Martinez & Ana Alcala-Rodriguez Recording timestamp 00:57:45 

Presented: H-2A Progress & Performance (see addendum II) 

• US DOL Waiver Request – Norma Chavez & Gary Kamimura  Recording timestamp 01:16:00 
Presented: Background – U.S. Department of Labor Waiver Request (see addendum III) 
The Committee discussed the waiver request process and pros and cons to requesting a waiver as 
recommended in the committee’s 2020 report.  

• Customer Experience Study – Gustavo Aviles & Trupti Chaure 
Tabled until next meeting 

• Track H-2A Job Order Processing Cost – Juan Martinez & Alberto Isiordia  
Tabled until next meeting 

• Agency Coordination – Norma Chavez & Juan Martinez 
Tabled until next meeting 

L & I Updates – Uriel Iniguez, Steve Yunker, Teri Neely Recording timestamp 01:50:30 

• Temporary Worker Housing Rules updates  – Teri Neely Recording timestamp 01:51:24 
Updates are to align with Governor’s proclamations regarding masking, sleeping, and living 
accommodations. 

• Housing compliance – Steve Yunker   Recording timestamp 01:55:14 
Reports of covid isolations from 4 employers. Currently in the process of hiring for several 
positions within unit. 

DOH Updates – Juan Gamez Briceno  Recording timestamp 01:59:40 
• Michelle Chung & Darius Bazemore presented:    

Testing Vaccination Update – Agricultural Workers, September 16, 2021 (See Addendum IV.) 
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• Tia Dostal & Michelle Holshue presented:   Recording timestamp 02:22:22 
Covid-19 outbreaks in agricultural work settings, Washington state, 2021 (See Addendum V.) 

Future Agenda Items        

• Compliance Unit Activities  
• Recommendations updates – Referrals & Recruitment 

Public Comments        

None 

Adjourned 
Dan Zeitlin thanked everyone for their continued active participation and for their commitment to this 
work, then ended the meeting at 11:29 a.m. 

2021 Meetings 

The next Agricultural and Seasonal Workforce Services Advisory Committee meeting is on: 
• October 21, 2021 – 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. – WebEx Meeting 
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Addendums 

 
ADDENDUM I.
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ADDENDUM II. 
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ADDENDUM III.
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ADDENDUM IV.
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ADDENDUM V. 
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Contact information 

Dan Zeitlin, Director of Employment System Policy & Integrity Division DZeitlin@ESD.WA.GOV 

Employment Security Department ● Policy, Data, Performance and Integrity 

mailto:DZeitlin@ESD.WA.GOV

