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Meeting details 

Date: Thursday, July 15, 2021 
 
Time: 8:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
 
Location: Virtual meeting due to COVID-19  
 
Committee members present 

• Jonathan DeVaney 
• Jeff Perrault 
• Victoria Ruddy 
• Michele Besso 
 

Non-voting agency representatives 
• Todd Phillips 
 

Committee members absent 
• Ramon Torres 
• Rosalinda Guillen 
• Michael Gempler 
• Delia Peña 
• Uriel Iniguez 
• Ignacio Marquez  

 

ESD staff  
• Dan Zeitlin 
• Norma Chavez 
• Alberto Isiordia 
• Juan Martinez 
• Rene Maldonado 
• Cara Mia Stearns-Vance 
• Oscar Cerda 
• Ana Alcala-Rodriguez 
• Tamara Johnson 

Summary 
Meeting Recorded 
This meeting was recorded and is available on https://esd.wa.gov/newsroom/Ag-committee 

Welcome and Introductions 
Employment Security Department (ESD) Policy Director, Dan Zeitlin, welcomed everyone and asked 
Tamara Johnson to take roll. Roll was taken and it was determined that we did not have a quorum. 
Suggestion was made by Jon DeVaney that we continue with the meeting anyway and wait to vote on 
anything until our next meeting. Dan Zeitlin asked if there were any objections from other committee 
members to continue the meeting, hearing none, the meeting continued.  

Meeting Minutes    
Dan Zeitlin stated that since we didn’t have quorum, we would delay approval of June 17, 2021 meeting 
minutes until our next meeting. 

Agenda    Recording timestamp 00:07:43 
Dan Zeitlin reviewed the agenda for the meeting and asked if anyone had any questions. (See Addendum I.) 
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ASWS Office Update    Recording timestamp 00:09:40 

Oscar Cerda reported the office is currently recruiting for compliance specialists to be located in Auburn, 
Kennewick, Omak, and Walla Walla. Oscar also presented a state coverage map for the compliance unit 
staff. (See Addendum II.) 

H-2A Application Data Report        Recording timestamp 00:26:49 
Cara Mia Stearns-Vance reported on H-2A application data. 
 

  2021 2020 
Status of Applications # of 

Applications 

# of Workers 
Requested/ # of 

Applications 

# of Workers 
Requested/ 

Labor Certifications* Labor Certifications* 

Received/Processed 327 29,236 305 28,953 
Commenced 262 22,987 232 20,481 
Withdrawn  10 565 4  

*The numbers reported are not reflective of the number of foreign workers that actually arrive in Washington State. 
 

WorkSource Office Reopening – Alberto Isiordia  Recording timestamp 00:35:40 
Alberto Isiordia reported on WorkSource office reopening. All the offices have opened to the public to 
coincide with the reinstatement that UI claimants actively search for work. Media campaigns in both 
English and Spanish are being heard in the Yakima region. 

Worker Referral Updates – Juan Martinez & Ana Alcala-Rodriguez Recording timestamp 00:55:45 

We are following up weekly with all of the offices regarding H-2A job orders, placements, and agency 
coordination.  (See Addendum III) 
Michele Besso (NWJP): Insight as to why no placements?  
Ana’s response: A lot of factors, but field staff report biggest factor for job seekers is they are looking for 
stable sustainable year-round work. 

L & I Updates – Uriel Iniguez, Cat Gregersen  Recording timestamp 00:57:00 

L&I Inspections – Uriel Iniguez    
Wildfire Smoke Rules update – Cat Gregersen  Recording timestamp 00:58:12 
Michele Besso (NWJP): Any reports for any heat related illnesses? 
Uriel Iniguez: I have been checking and we haven’t had any claims coming in from the agricultural industry. 
Jon DeVaney (WSTFA): Appreciate the very valuable data, a couple clarifications that would be helpful. 
Second page where citations by WAC category. 296.307.045 - In terms of where violations are occurring it 
would be helpful to have general language that would offer specifics.   Section page 6 Violation by WAC 
one of the biggest categories is first aid. Would it be possible to get more specifics on what violations are 
the problem? It is very general. 
Uriel Iniguez (L&I): I could have someone come to answer questions for the next meeting. 

DOH Updates – Todd Phillips, Michelle Holshue, Darius Bazemore, Liz Clark 
    Recording timestamp 01:12:00 
Michelle Holshue, Darius Bazemore, Liz Clark presented:    
 Testing Vaccine Update – Agricultural Workers (See Addendum IV.) 

Future Agenda Items       Recording timestamp 01:38:08 

• Compliance Unit 
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• Recommendations updates – Referrals & Recruitment 

Public Comments        

None 

Adjourned 
Dan Zeitlin thanked everyone for their continued active participation and for their commitment to this 
work, then ended the meeting at 10:47 a.m. 
 

2021 Meetings 

The next Agricultural and Seasonal Workforce Services Advisory Committee meeting is on: 
• August 19, 2021 – 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. – WebEx Meeting 

 
Addendums 

 
ADDENDUM I. 
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ADDENDUM II. 
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ADDENDUM III. 
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Addendum IV. 
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Contact information 

Dan Zeitlin, Director of Policy, Data, Performance & Integrity Division DZeitlin@ESD.WA.GOV 

Employment Security Department ● Policy, Data, Performance and Integrity 

mailto:DZeitlin@ESD.WA.GOV

