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Meeting details 

Date: Thursday, May 20, 2021 
 
Time: 8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
 
Location: Virtual meeting due to COVID-19  
 
Committee members present 

• Michele Besso 
• Jonathan DeVaney 
• Michael Gempler 
• Delia Peña 
• Jeff Perrault 
• Victoria Ruddy 
 

Non-voting agency representatives 
• Todd Phillips 
• Uriel Iniguez 
 

Committee members absent 
• Ramon Torres 
• Ignacio Marquez  
• Rosalinda Guillen 

 

ESD staff  
• Craig Carroll 
• Norma Chavez 
• Alberto Isiordia 
• Tamara Johnson 
• Juan Martinez 
• Dan Zeitlin 

 
Summary 
Meeting Recorded 
This meeting was recorded and is available on https://esd.wa.gov/newsroom/Ag-committee 

Welcome and Introductions 
Agricultural & Seasonal Workforce Services Director, Norma Chavez, welcomed everyone and asked 
Tamara Johnson to take roll.  

Agenda     
Norma Chavez reviewed the agenda for the meeting and asked if anyone had any questions. (See 
Addendum I.) 

Meeting Minutes   Recording timestamp 00:05:04 
Norma Chavez requested that everyone review the meeting minutes for April 15, 2021 and provide their 
feedback. Jon DeVaney made a motion to approve April 15, 2021 minutes. Delia Pena seconded the 
motion. The April 15, 2021 meeting minutes were approved.  

ASWS Office Update    Recording timestamp 00:06:25 

Oscar Cerda presented  
ASWS Compliance Unit (See Addendum II.) 

We are currently recruiting for four more compliance specialists to be located in Auburn, Kennewick, Walla 
Walla, and Omak.  
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H-2A Application Data Report        Recording timestamp 00:19:00 
Norma Chavez reported on H-2A application data. 
 

Status of Applications # of Applications # of Workers Requested/ 
Labor Certifications* 

Received/Processed 270 22,997 
Commenced 202 19,838 
Withdrawn  7 489 
*The numbers reported are not reflective of the number of foreign workers that actually arrive in Washington State. 

US DOL      Recording timestamp 00:21:10 

Thomas Silva & Stephen Yim presented: Essential Workers, Essential Protections (See Addendum III.) 

Report Recommendations Progress   
Alberto Isiordia presented:   Recording timestamp 01:09:10 
 ETO - Create a Record   
Juan Martiez & Ana Alcala-Rodriguez presented:   Recording timestamp 01:24:40 
 H-2A Progress & Performance (See Addendum IV.)   

L & I      

Wildfire Smoke Rules - Ryan Allen   Recording timestamp 01:44:40 
Ryan reported that a stakeholder meeting to review an updated draft of the Wildfire Smoke Rules will be set 
for June and sent out through the .gov system of notification. 

Question: Is there an approach you are taking as far as what kind of triggers L&I will have with 
regard to wildfire safety and health rules being implemented? 

Ryan Allen L&I: We are utilizing California’s emergency rules as a guide to writing our own. 

DOH Updates     

Andy Cervantes, Liz Clark & Darius Basemore presented:  Recording timestamp 01:57:00 
 Agriculture & Food Production Workers Vaccine Operations Update (See Addendum V.) 

Future Agenda Items       Recording timestamp 02:45:40 

• ASWS and COVID-19 updates  
• Coordination across agencies 
• L&I – Temporary Worker Housing rules 

Public Comments       Recording timestamp 02:46:02 

None 

Adjourned 
Dan Zeitlin thanked everyone for their continued active participation and for their commitment to this 
work, then ended the meeting at 11:35 a.m. 

2021 Meetings 

The next Agricultural and Seasonal Workforce Services Advisory Committee meeting is on: 
• June 17, 2021 – 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. – WebEx Meeting  
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Addendums 
ADDENDUM I.
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ADDENDUM II.
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ADDENDUM III. 
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ADDENDUM IV.
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ADDENDUM V. 
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Contact information 

Dan Zeitlin, Director of Policy, Data, Performance & Integrity Division DZeitlin@ESD.WA.GOV 

Employment Security Department ● Policy, Data, Performance and Integ rity 

mailto:DZeitlin@ESD.WA.GOV

