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Meeting details 

Date: Thursday, March 18, 2021 
 
Time: 8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
 
Location: Virtual meeting due to COVID-19  
 
Committee members present 

• Michele Besso 
• Jonathan DeVaney 
• Michael Gempler 
• Rosalinda Guillen 
• Delia Peña 
• Jeff Perrault 
• Victoria Ruddy 
 

Non-voting agency representatives 
• Uriel Iniguez  
• Todd Phillips 
• Ignacio Marquez  
 

Committee members absent 
• Ramon Torres 

 

ESD staff  
• Gustavo Aviles 
• Craig Carroll 
• Norma Chavez 
• Alberto Isiordia 
• Tamara Johnson 
• Rene Maldonado 
• Juan Martinez 
• Dan Zeitlin 

 

Summary 
Meeting Recorded 
This meeting was recorded and is available on https://esd.wa.gov/newsroom/Ag-committee 

Welcome and Introductions 
Agricultural & Seasonal Workforce Services Director, Norma Chavez, welcomed everyone and asked 
Tamara Johnson to take roll. All voting members except Ramon Torres were present. 

Agenda     
Norma Chavez reviewed the agenda for the meeting and asked if anyone had any questions. (See 
Addendum I.) 

Meeting Minutes   Recording timestamp 00:08:29 
Norma Chavez requested that everyone review the meeting minutes for February 18, 2021 and provide their 
feedback. Committee members asked to have the top two goals from the goals exercise added to the 
minutes. The minutes will be updated to reflect the request and will be presented for approval at the April 
15, 2021 meeting. 

ASWS Office Update    Recording timestamp 00:15:55 

Norma introduced the new Compliance Supervisor, Oscar Cerda. 
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H-2A Application Data Report        Recording timestamp 00:28:30 
Norma Chavez reported on H-2A application data. 
 

Status of Applications # of Applications # of Workers Requested/ 
Labor Certifications* 

Received/Processed 207 19,777 
Commenced 85 9,342 
Withdrawn  4 Not available 
*The numbers reported are not reflective of the number of foreign workers that actually arrive in Washington State. 

Customer Experience Study    Recording timestamp 00:31:30 

Oscar Cerda presented an informational overview regarding the direction of the customer experience study. 

Appropriations Letter      Recording timestamp 01:22:34 

Dan Zeitlin provided information regarding an ESD congressional federal appropriations request letter for 
the WA delegation to include increased funding for Foreign Labor Certification grants. 

L&I Updates      Recording timestamp 01:29:00 
Uriel Iniguez presented L&I inspection reports. (See Addendum II.) 

DOH Updates    Recording timestamp 01:59:00 

Jim Whittington, Heather Drummond, Frances Limtiaco, Andy Cervantes presented COVID-19 Testing 
and Vaccinations information.  (See Addendum III.) 

Next Agenda Items       Recording timestamp 02:47:00 

• ASWS and COVID updates.  

Public Comments       Recording timestamp 02:51:20 

Edgar Franks – Familias Unidas 

Adjourned 
Dan Zeitlin thanked everyone for their continued active participation and for their commitment to this 
work, then ended the meeting at 11:38 a.m. 

2021 Meetings 

The next Agricultural and Seasonal Workforce Services Advisory Committee meeting is on: 
• April 15, 2021 – 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. – WebEx Meeting  
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Addendums 
 

ADDENDUM I. 
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ADDENDUM II.



Minutes 

5 
 



Minutes 

6 
 

 
 



Minutes 

7 
 

Addendum III. 
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Contact information 

Dan Zeitlin, Director of Policy, Data, Performance & Integrity Division DZeitlin@ESD.WA.GOV 

Employment Security Department ● Policy, Data, Performance and Integ rity 

mailto:DZeitlin@ESD.WA.GOV

