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Meeting details 

Date: Thursday, February 18, 2021 
 
Time: 8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
 
Location: Virtual meeting due to COVID-19  
 
Committee members present 

• Michele Besso 

• Jonathan DeVaney 

• Michael Gempler 

• Rosalinda Guillen 

• Delia Peña 

• Jeff Perrault 

• Victoria Ruddy 

• Ramon Torres 
 

Non-voting agency representatives 

• Uriel Iniguez  

• Todd Phillips 
 

Committee members absent 

• Ignacio Marquez  
 

ESD staff  

• Gustavo Aviles 

• Craig Carroll 

• Norma Chavez 

• Sara Crosby 

• Alberto Isiordia 

• Tamara Johnson 

• Rene Maldonado 

• Juan Martinez 

• Dan Zeitlin 
 

Summary 

Meeting Recorded 

This meeting was recorded and is available on https://esd.wa.gov/newsroom/Ag-committee 

Welcome and Introductions 

Employment Security Department (ESD) Policy Director, Dan Zeitlin, welcomed everyone and asked 
Tamara Johnson to take roll. All voting members were present. 

Agenda    Recording timestamp 00:03:15 

Dan Zeitlin reviewed the agenda for the meeting and asked if anyone had any questions. (See Addendum I.) 

Meeting Minutes   Recording timestamp 00:06:55 

Dan Zeitlin requested that everyone review the meeting minutes for January 21, 2021 and provide their 
feedback. Jon DeVaney made a motion to approve the minutes for January 21, 2021. Mike Gempler 
seconded the motion. Meeting minutes were approved. 

Welcome New Members     Recording timestamp 00:07:47 

Dan Zeitlin welcomed Victoria Ruddy to the ASWS Advisory committee as she had technology issues last 
meeting which inhibited her from participating in introductions. 

Agricultural and Seasonal Workforce Services 
Advisory Committee 

https://esd.wa.gov/newsroom/Ag-committee
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Committee Organization   Recording timestamp 00:10:00 

Term limits:  

Employers Representatives: 

 2yr: Jon DeVaney and Mike Gempler 

 4yr: Delia Pena and Jeff Perrault 

Worker Representatives –  

 2yr: Michele Besso and Rosalinda Guillen 

 4yr: Ramon Torres and Victoria Ruddy 

ASWS Office Update    Recording timestamp 00:11:25 

Three compliance specialists were hired. They are Alejandra Mendoza in Wenatchee, Lorena Lopez in 
Yakima, and Amador Madera in Moses Lake. We are interviewing for the Supervisor position and then we 
will proceed with filling the remaining compliance specialists’ positions. 

ASWS 2020 Report Recommendations  Recording timestamp 00:15:15 

Operational Planning – We are trying to make sure we are located in the appropriate counties to station our 
compliance staff. We have had three meetings in the last week working to coordinate efforts with other 
agencies when doing field checks/field visits. 

2021 Goal Setting     Recording timestamp 00:26:34 

Sara Crosby facilitated an exercise to prioritize goals for 2021. 

The top three were: a faster connection of workers and employers; improve referral outsome tracking; 
customer experience study. (See addendum II.) 

Agency Coordination      Recording timestamp 1:49:37 

Weekly meetings include: 

• COVID-19 testing - lead by Governor’s office, includes ESD, L&I, Dept of Ag, DOH 

• Outreach coordination – includes Governor’s office ESD, DOH, L&I (DOSH, Community relations)  

• Enforcement discussion – lead by Governor’s office, includes ESD, DOH, L&I, Dept of Ag, Asst 
AG office 

L&I Updates      Recording timestamp 2:12:29 

• L&I cannot announce visits because it is against the law. 

• Hired 2 more staff to do outreach for the agricultural employers. 

• We have created a pocket handbook with phone numbers. Staff will be distributing those when doing 
outreach. 

• End of year inspection reports. (See Addendum III.) 

DOH Updates    Recording timestamp 2:43:24 

• See Addendum IV. 

Agenda Items        Recording timestamp 3:14:00 

• Discuss L&I reports as to the number of inspections per housing/per citation/per visit based on report 

supplied by L&I.  

• More coordination with federal agencies 

• Process of improvement for referrals- what has ESD done to fix this  

• Coordinated discussion on referral and recruitment 

• Coordination of vaccines to farmworkers 

 



Minutes 

3 

 

Public Comments       Recording timestamp 03:14:20 

Jose Ortiz – Catholic Community Services – Skagit/King County North 

Adjourned 

Dan Zeitlin thanked everyone for their continued active participation and for their commitment to this 
work, then ended the meeting at 12:03 p.m. 

2021 Meetings 

The next Agricultural and Seasonal Workforce Services Advisory Committee meeting is on: 

• March 18, 2021 – 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. - WebEx Meeting  
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Addendums 
 

ADDENDUM I 
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ADDENDUM II. 
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Addendum III.
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ADDENDUM IV. 
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Contact information 

Dan Zeitlin, Director of Policy, Data, Performance & Integrity Division DZeitlin@ESD.WA.GOV 

Employment Security Department ● Policy, Data, Performance and Integrity 

mailto:DZeitlin@ESD.WA.GOV

