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Meeting details 
Date: Friday, January 26th, 2024 

Time: 10:00am - 12:00 pm 
Location: Zoom 
 
 
Committee members and alternates present 

 
 
Committee members and alternates absent 
 

 
Employee Representatives 

• Sybill Hyppolite, Washington State Labor 
Council  

• Josh Swanson, Operating Engineers 302 
• Brenda Wiest, Teamsters 117 
 

Employer Representatives 
• Bob Battles, Association of Washington 

Business 
• Josie Cummings, Avista Corp  
• Julia Gorton, Washington Hospitality 

Association 
 

General Public Representatives 
• William Westmoreland, Pac Mtn WF Dev 

Council 
 

 

 
• Tammie Hetrick, Washington Food Industry 

Association (alternate employer rep) 
• Monica Holland, Northwest Justice Project 

(alternate public rep) 
• Joe Kendo, WA State Labor Council (employe  

rep) 
• Allyson O’Malley-Jones, Northwest Justice 

Project (alternate public rep) 
• Cindy Richardson, UNITE HERE Local 8 
• Anne Paxton, Unemployment Law Project 

 
 

ESD staff  
• Joy Adams 
• Rafael Colon 
• Joshua Dye 
• Vaughn Ellis 
• Stephanie Frazee 
• Camille Galeno 
• Colin Helsley 
• Caitlyn Jekel 
• Matt Klein  

 

Unemployment Insurance 
Advisory Committee 
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• Lawrence Larson 
• Marypat Meuli 
• JR Richards 
• Eve Sheng 
• Stephanie Sams 
• Daniel Zeitlin 
 
 

 

Summary 
 
Meeting Recorded 
This meeting was recorded and also livestreamed by TVW.  
 
Welcome and Opening Remarks 
After a technical problem occurred at the start of the meeting. The meeting was ended and restarted at 
2:10pm. ESD Unemployment Insurance Customer Support Director, JR Richards, welcomed everyone 
and asked committee assistant Colin Helsley to call roll.  
 
Agenda  
JR Richards reviewed the following agenda items (also see Addendum I) 

• Approval of Dec. 6, 2023 meeting minutes 
• Rulemaking update 
• Leg updates / Context of UI Bills 
• Navigator Grant 
• Overpayments 
• Public comment 
• Adjourn 

 
Meeting Minutes 
JR Richards requested that everyone review the December 2023 UIAC meeting minutes and provide 
their feedback. Josh Swanson made a motion to approve the minutes and Bob Battles seconded the 
motion. All in favor said “aye”. No members were opposed. The December 6, 2023 meeting minutes 
were approved.  
 
Rulemaking Update 
JR Richards handed the meeting over to Stephanie Frazee, Legislation and Rules Coordinator, ESD, to 
provide a rulemaking update. Stephanie presented information from the following slides. 
 

https://tvw.org/video/unemployment-insurance-advisory-committee-2024011008/?eventID=2024011008
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No questions were raised. 
 
Legislation Update 
Caitlyn Jekel, Government Relations Director, ESD presented information from the following slide to 
provide a legislation update. 
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Bob Battles asked, regarding HB 1893 and SB 5777, if any issues with able and available requirements 
could be foreseen. Caitlyn and Stephanie Frazee answered that under these bills the striking worker 
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would still be considered attached to the employer they were striking, so they wouldn’t be required to 
work search and would be allowed to return to work for that employer when the strike ends. Bob 
asked whether there were concerns of conformity issues with this. Stephanie answered that there were 
none identified, but that striking workers would still be required to be available, as with other 
claimants.  
 
Navigator Grant 
JR handed the floor to Stephanie Sams, UICS Policy and Legislative Implementation Manager, ESD, 
and Rafael Colon, Navigator Program Manager, ESD to provide an update on the Navigator Program. 
 
Stephanie presented information from the following slides. 
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No questions were raised. 
 
Overpayments Update 
JR Richards presented an overpayments update using information from the following slide. 

 
 
No questions were raised. 
 
Public Comments 
JR reminded meeting participants that if they would like their comments captured in the meeting 
minutes to please email them to camille.galeno@esd.wa.gov. 
 
No public comments were made.  
 
Adjourned 

mailto:camille.galeno@esd.wa.gov
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With all agenda items covered, a motion to adjourn the meeting early was made by Brenda Weist and 
seconded by Julia Gorton. All in favor said “aye”. None were opposed. JR Richards thanked 
committee members for joining and ended the meeting. 

 
Action Items  
None 
 
Next meeting: 
February 23, 2023, from 2:00 to 3:00 p.m. via Zoom. 
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Addendum 1 
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Addendum II 

 


