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Picking up from Legislature 101
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“Advocacy”

The ACT or PROCESS of  

supporting a cause
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 Act AND Process OF ADVOCACY

Act AND Process
OF ADVOCACY

GCDE

Membership,
engagement

Bill-specific

Sign online
write a letter or op-ed

give testimony
talk to legislator, staff

Bill-general

Meet, listen to
your legislator(s)

Example

Nothing About 
Us without Us or 
Right to Repair

Process

PR campaign
plant seeds

repeat the message
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Advocacy process

LEARNING

LISTENING

RELATIONSHIP-

BUILDING



Who’s the audience?

(and why does it matter?)
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Audience can be

one person

one agency

your state legislator

and …
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Legislator’s
“audience” 
(stakeholders)

Advocacy 101

State Senator

Senator’s staff

LA, field officer

Senator’s caucus

Political party – in 

Olympia + home district

Senator’s 

leadership

In the caucus and 

on the floor

Senator’s family

Spouse, kids, parents

Senator’s friends

Personal and 

professional

Senator’s job

Boss, co-workers, clients, 

vendors

Senator’s 

constituents

You! (among others)
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1. Relevant
2. Relatable
3. Try it out
4. Practice

educate to engage

Malcolm Knowles
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Advocacy = You

My story

Your story

His story

Their story
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Tips and teasers
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And now…

Who’s your focus?

Have your issue defined?

Who do you know (or willing to 

get to know?)

Who can move the dial?

What’s your focus?

What is relatable?

Key messages?

Call-to-Action?

13



Thank you!
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