
 

   
 

 
 

 
 
Meeting details 
Date: Wednesday, October 22nd, 2025 

Time: 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm 
Location: Zoom 
 
 
Committee members and alternates present 

 
 
Committee members and alternates absent 
 

Employee Representatives 
• John Traynor, Washington State Labor 

Council  
• Brenda Wiest, Teamsters 117  
 

Employer Representatives 
• Josie Cummings, Avista  
• Julia Gorton, Washington Hospitality  
      Association  
• James Crandall, Association of Washington 

Business 
 

General Public Representatives 
• John Glynn, Washington Workforce 

Association  
• Anne Paxton, Unemployment Law Project  

 

 
• Cindy Richardson, UNITE HERE Local 8 

(employer representative) 
• Joe Kendo, Washington State Labor Council 

(alternate employee rep) 
• Tammy Hetrick, Washington Food Industry 

Association (alternate employee rep) 
• Katie Beeson, Washington Food Industry 

Association (alternate employee rep) 
• Monica Holland, Northwest Justice Project 

(alternate public rep) 
• Allyson O’Malley-Jones, Northwest Justice 

Project (alternate public rep) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ESD staff  
• Joy Adams 
• Erika Ayala 
• Chris Barron 
• Todd Dixon 
• Josh Dye 
• Vaughn Ellis 
• Stephanie Frazee 
• Gerald Gabbard 
• Camille Galeno 
• Colin Helsley 

 

Unemployment Insurance 
Advisory Committee 



 

   
 

• Kennidi Hunsicker 
• Reese Hutchison 
• Alberto Isiordia 
• Lawrence Larson 
• JR Richards 
• Tatjana Roberts 
• Stephanie Sams 
• Eve Sheng 
• Dan Zeitlin 

 
 

Summary 
 
Meeting Recorded 
This meeting was recorded and livestreamed by TVW. Please reference this recording for further 
meeting details and full dialogue using the indicated timestamps.  
 
Welcome and Opening Remarks 
Committee chair JR Richards welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked committee assistant Colin 
Helsley to call roll.  
 
Agenda  
JR reviewed the following agenda items (also see Addendum I) 

• Approval of September 17, 2025, meeting minutes  
• Proposed 2026 Meeting Schedule 
• ESSB 5041 Striking Workers 
• Relief of Benefit Charging 
• Rule Making Update 
• September Trust Report 
• Federal Shutdown Update 
• OPMA Training in December 
• Public comment 
• Adjourn 

 
Meeting Minutes 
At the beginning of the meeting there were not enough committee members for a quorum. After the 
OPMA Training agenda topic, more committee members entered the meeting. JR requested that 
committee members review the September 17, 2025, draft UIAC meeting minutes and provide their 
feedback. Brenda Wiest moved to approve the minutes. Julia Gorton seconded the motion. All in favor 
said “aye”. No members were opposed. The September 17, 2025, meeting minutes were approved.   
 
 
 

https://tvw.org/video/unemployment-insurance-advisory-committee-2025101060/


 

   
 

Proposed 2026 Meeting Schedule 
JR Richards, Insurance Services Director, ESD proposed the 2026 meeting schedule using the following slides.   
 

 
 
JR Richards asked committee members to provide feedback on the proposed schedule before the next 
committee meeting in December.   
 
ESSB 5041 – Striking Workers 
Marypat Meuli, Group Product Manager, ESD provided an updates on ESSB 5041 using the following slides. 
 

 

 



 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
No questions were raised.  



 

   
 

Relief of Benefit Charging Report Out 
Stephanie Frazee, Legislation and Rules Coordinator, ESD, provided a report out on Relief of Benefit 
Charging Report using the following slides. 

 
 
No questions were raised.  
 
Rulemaking Update 
Stephanie Frazee, Legislation and Rules Coordinator, ESD, provided a rulemaking update using the following 
slides. 

 

 
Recording timestamp 01:29:04   

Question from Josie Cummings: I was just curious, with the expedited rulemaking. How will that line up? I 
know that the department, you may be pursuing legislation on the public records. fix within laid-off, employee 
information. How will that kind of…Potential legislation work with the expedited rulemaking timeline. 
 
Answer from Stephanie Frazee: The expedited rulemaking is not addressing that aspect of the bill. The 
expedited rulemaking only pertains to updating WAC 192-01-001, which is our rule governance statement. All 
we're doing in the expedited rulemaking is adding Title 49 RCW to the list of RCWs that the department has 
rulemaking authority under. Most of the rulemaking that we're doing for this bill is going to be, through the 
regular permanent rulemaking process. 
 



 

   
 

Josh Dye, Government Relations Director, ESD followed up with: We're currently in conversations with the 
governor's office and OFM on potential agency request legislation. These will kind of go down two separate 
but similar paths. We'll work down the rulemaking, as Stephanie's describing, and then hopefully, in the next 
couple of weeks, we'll have more we can share on the agency request side. 
 
September Trust Fund Report 
Eve Sheng, Managing Actuary, ESD, presented on the September Trust Fund using the following slides. 
 

  

 

  
 

 



 

   
 

JR Richards will follow up with an email to the committee with a direct link to the Trust Fund report, 
along with a snapshot of our proposed 2026 schedule so committee members can take a look and 
provide feedback. 
 
No questions were raised. 
 
Federal Shutdown Update 
JR Richards, Insurance Services Director, ESD, provided an update on the federal shutdown using the 
following slides. 
 

 

 
 
No questions were raised. 
 
OPMA Training in December 
JR Richards, Insurance Services Director, ESD, reviewed upcoming training using the following slides. 
 

 
No questions were raised. 



 

   
 

Public Comments 
JR reminded meeting participants that if they would like their comments captured in the meeting 
minutes to please email them to camille.galeno@esd.wa.gov. 

 
 
No comment was made 
 
Adjourned 

JR thanked everyone for joining and adjourned the meeting. 
 
Action Items  

• JR Richards will follow up with an email to the committee with a direct link to the Trust Fund 
report, along with a snapshot of our proposed 2026 schedule so committee members can take a 
look and provide feedback. 

 
Next meeting  
December 10, 2025, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. via Zoom. 

 
 

 

mailto:camille.galeno@esd.wa.gov


 

   
 

Addendum I 

 



 

   
 

Addendum II 

 
 
 


