
 

   
 

 
 

 
 
Meeting details 
Date: Wednesday, September 17th, 2025 

Time: 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Location: Zoom 
 
 
Committee members and alternates present 

 
 
Committee members and alternates absent 
 

Employee Representatives 
• Cindy Richardson, UNITE HERE Local 8  
• John Traynor, Washington State Labor 

Council  
 

Employer Representatives 
• Julia Gorton, Washington Hospitality  
      Association  
• Katie Beeson, Washington Food Industry 

Association (alternate employer rep) 
 

General Public Representatives 
• John Glynn, Washington Workforce 

Association  
• Anne Paxton, Unemployment Law Project  

 

 
• Brenda Wiest, Teamsters 117 (employee 

representative) 
• Joe Kendo, Washington State Labor Council 

(alternate employee rep) 
• Morgan Irwin, Association of Washington 

Businesses (interim employer rep) 
• Josie Cummings, Avista (employer 

representative) 
• Monica Holland, Northwest Justice Project 

(alternate public rep) 
• Allyson O’Malley-Jones, Northwest Justice 

Project (alternate public rep) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ESD staff  
• Joy Adams 
• Erika Ayala 
• Todd Dixon 
• Shellie Dunning 
• Vaughn Ellis 
• Stephanie Frazee 
• Camille Galeno 
• Colin Helsley 
• Kennidi Hunsicker 
• Reese Hutchison 

 

Unemployment Insurance 
Advisory Committee 



 

   
 

• Matthew Klein 
• Lawrence Larson 
• Preston Parish 
• Heather Rankos 
• JR Richards 
• Tatjana Roberts 
• Eve Sheng 
• Anneliese Vance-Sherman 

 
 

Summary 
 
Meeting Recorded 
This meeting was recorded and livestreamed by TVW. Please reference this recording for further 
meeting details and full dialogue using the indicated timestamps.  
 
Welcome and Opening Remarks 
Committee chair JR Richards welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked committee assistant Colin 
Helsley to call roll.  
 
Agenda  
JR reviewed the following agenda items (also see Addendum I) 

• Approval of August 20, 2025, meeting minutes  
• Labor Market 
• MWBA Report 
• UI Peak and ESD Planning 
• Rulemaking 
• 2026 Agency Request Legislation 
• Public comment 
• Adjourn 

 
Meeting Minutes 
At the beginning of the meeting there were not enough committee members for a quorum. After the 
Rulemaking update, more committee members entered the meeting. JR requested that committee 
members review the August 20, 2025, draft UIAC meeting minutes and provide their feedback. Julia 
Gorton moved to approve the minutes. John Traynor seconded the motion. All in favor said “aye”. No 
members were opposed. The August 20, 2025, meeting minutes were approved.   
 
 
Labor Market 
Anneliese Vance Sherman, Chief Labor Economist, ESD gave an update on the labor market using the 
following slides.  
 

https://tvw.org/video/unemployment-insurance-advisory-committee-2025091058/?eventID=2025091058


 

   
 

 

 

 



 

   
 

 

 

 



 

   
 

 

 

 



 

   
 

 

 

 



 

   
 

 

 

 



 

   
 

 

 
 
Anneliese Vance Sherman informed the committee that the draft report is now available for review. 
Committee members who wish to provide feedback or suggest edits for inclusion in the final version should 
send their comments to Josh Dye at josh.dye@esd.wa.gov  no later than Friday, September 26. 
 
No questions were raised. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MWBA Report 



 

   
 

JR Richards, Insurance Services Director, provided a MWBA report using the following slides. 
 

 
 
No questions were raised.  
 
UI Peak and ESD Planning 
Tatjana Roberts, UICS Claims Center Enterprise Manage, ESD, provided an update on UI claims peak and 
ESD planning using the following slides. 
 

 



 

   
 

 

 
 
JR Richards, Insurance Service Director, commended Tatjana and her team for their resilience in handling 
sustained claim volumes that remained high beyond peak season. Despite limited resources, they’ve improved 
service delivery through data-backed solutions, saving staffing hours and reducing claimant issues. Their focus 
on long-term fixes—like simplifying regulations while preserving program integrity—earned appreciation and 
an invitation for committee members to learn more. 
 

 Recording timestamp 00:48:31   
Question from Anne Paxton: Yes, I just wondered, is there a way to get this slide deck? I can't see it in my 
main slide deck. 
 
Answer from JR Richards: Yes, and I'll make sure and resend that out to you so that you have it. 
 
Rulemaking Update 



 

   
 

Stephanie Frazee, Lead Tax Policy Specialist, ESD, provided a rulemaking update using the following slides. 
 

 

 
 
No questions were raised. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2026 Agency Request Legislation 



 

   
 

JR Richards, Insurance Service Director, ESD, presented on 2026 agency request legislation using the 
following slides. 
 

  
 
No questions were raised. 
 
Public Comments 
JR reminded meeting participants that if they would like their comments captured in the meeting 
minutes to please email them to camille.galeno@esd.wa.gov. 

 
 
During public comment, a member of the public expressed concern that their employer has not met 
their responsibility to provide assistance related to unemployment. Committee Chair, JR Richards, 
asked public member to send an email to Camille Galeno at camille.galeno@esd.wa.gov for 
assistance. 
Adjourned 

JR thanked everyone for joining and adjourned the meeting. 

mailto:camille.galeno@esd.wa.gov


 

   
 

 
Action Items  

• Anneliese Vance Sherman informed the committee that the draft report is now available for review. 
Committee members who wish to provide feedback or suggest edits for inclusion in the final version 
should send their comments to Josh Dye at josh.dye@esd.wa.gov no later than Friday, September 26. 

• ESD will send the September slide deck out again to committee members.  
• Jacklyn Baggett will email Camille Galeno, and ESD will reach out promptly with assistance.  

 
Next meeting  
October 22nd, 2025, from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. via Zoom. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Addendum I 



 

   
 

 



 

   
 

Addendum II 

 
 
 


