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Meeting details 

Date: Thursday, December 16, 2021 
 
Time: 8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
 
Location: Virtual meeting due to COVID-19  
 
Committee members present 

• Jonathan DeVaney 
• Jeff Perrault 
• Victoria Ruddy 
• Michele Besso 
• Rosalinda Guillen 
• Delia Peña 
• Michael Gempler 
• Edgar Franks 
 

Non-voting agency representatives 
• Todd Phillips 
• Uriel Iniguez 
• Ignacio Marquez  
 

Committee members absent 
 

ESD staff  
• Gustavo Aviles 
• Olga Kondratjeva  
• Dan Zeitlin 
• Alberto Isiordia 
• Rene Maldonado 
• Oscar Cerda 
• Ana Alcala-Rodriguez 
• Petra Meraz 
• Tamara Johnson 
• Craig Carroll 
• Juan Martinez 

Summary 
Meeting Recorded 
This meeting was recorded and is available on https://esd.wa.gov/newsroom/Ag-committee 

Welcome and Introductions 
Employment Security Department (ESD) Policy Director, Dan Zeitlin, welcomed everyone and asked 
Tamara Johnson to take roll. All voting members were present. 

Agenda    Recording timestamp 00:04:00 
Dan Zeitlin reviewed the agenda for the meeting and asked if anyone had any questions. (See Addendum I.) 

Introduction of Bertha Clayton New ASWS Director   Recording timestamp 00:06:20 
Dan introduced Bertha to the Advisory Committee. Bertha provided her background,  emphasized how 
excited she is to join as the new director and laid out her vision for the office. Committee members 
introduced themselves with an opportunity to express their priorities for the office.  
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Meeting Minutes   Recording timestamp 00:28:30 
Dan Zeitlin requested that everyone review the meeting minutes for November 18, 2021 and provide their 
feedback. Jon DeVaney made a motion to approve the November 18, 2021 minutes. Jeff Perault seconded 
the motion. The November 18, 2021 meeting minutes were approved. 

H-2A Application Data Report  Recording timestamp 00:29:35 
Petra Meraz reported on H-2A application data. (See addendum II.) 
Rosalinda Guillen (CTC): requested more detailed information regarding the location and activities of 
workers in the state, as well as any overlap of contracts so we can get more accurate number of workers in 
the state at any given time. 

ASWS Office Update – Craig Carroll  Recording timestamp 00:19:25 

Six of the seven compliance positions have been hired to date and we have made an offer for the Yakima 
position. We will next work to fill the supervisor position early next year. To date we have conducted 37 
field visits.There have been zero referrals to date so there have been no field checks done this year. 

Report Recommendations Updates –  (See Addendum III.)   
Recommendation #1 – Ana/Alberto – Faster connection of workers to employers.  Recording timestamp 01:04:10 

Recommendation #4 – Gustavo/Olga - Customer Experience Study   Recording timestamp 01:55:30 
• Program Evaluation, Research & Analysis (PERA) Team Updates (See Addendum IV.) 

Closing Discussion: 
• We will move meetings to Zoom platform. 
• We will continue to meet 3rd Thursday of each month and possibly schedule additional meetings 

during the less busy time so we can complete the biennial report due in 2022. 

Future Agenda Items        

• 2020 Report Recommendations Updates continued 
• 2022 Committee Planning 

Public Comments        

None 

Adjourned 
Dan Zeitlin thanked everyone for their continued active participation and for their commitment to this 
work, then ended the meeting at 11:30 a.m. 

2021 Meetings 

The next Agricultural and Seasonal Workforce Services Advisory Committee meeting is on: 
• January 20, 2022 – 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. – Zoom Meeting 
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Addendums 

ADDENDUM I. 
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ADDENDUM II. 
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ADDENDUM III. 
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ADDENDUM IV. 
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Contact information 

Dan Zeitlin, Director of Employment System Policy & Integrity Division DZeitlin@ESD.WA.GOV 

Employment Security Department ● Policy, Data, Performance and Integrity 

mailto:DZeitlin@ESD.WA.GOV

