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Meeting details 

Date: Wednesday, September 20, 2023 
Time: 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Location: Cosecha Court II Community Room 250 Cherry Hill RD Granger, WA 98932

Committee members present 
• Delia Peña 
• Jon Devaney 
• Michele Besso 
• Rosalinda Guillen 
• Michael Gempler 
• Diana Lopez Batista  

 

Non-voting agency representatives present 
• Uriel Iñiguez 
• Gerald Caird 

 

Committee members absent 
• Jeff Perrault 
• Edgar Franks 
• Ignacio Marquez 

 
Guest Preasenters 

• Cristina Rodriguez, Fraud Prevention 
Labor Standards, WA LNI 

• Krister Engdahl, Regional Monitor 
Advociate, Employment and Training 
Administration, USDOL 
 

ESD Staff 
• Joy Adams 
• Bertha Clayton 
• Daniel Zeitlin 
• Vickie Carlson 
• Petra Meraz 
• Margarito Cabrera 
• Carlos Sandoval-Larios 

 

Summary 
Welcome and Introductions 
Employment Security Department (ESD) Acting Policy Director, Chairperson, Joy Adams, welcomed 
everyone, roll call was taken. A quorum was established, five voting members were present. Motion to approve 
August meeting minutes: Jon DeVaney; second: Delia Peña. Motion carried unanimously. 

Agenda                                                                                                                                          (Addendum I) 
Chairperson Joy Adams reviewed the agenda for the meeting and asked if anyone had any questions.  

Committee Administration – Daniel Zeitlin, Chief of Staff, Executive Programs, ESD     (Addendum II.) 
RCW 50.75.005 - Intent (for creation of agricultural and seasonal workforce services office)  
RCW 50.75.040 (Advisory committee—Composition—Report to governor and legislature) 
Purpose: Make the H-2A program operate effectively and as efficiently as possible. 
Each committee member shared about their organization and why they are serving this committee 

Agricultural and Seasonal Workforce Services 
Advisory Committee 
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ASWS Office – Bertha Clayton, Director, ASWS Office, ESD                                              (Addendum III.)  
Regional Monitor Advocate (RMA) visit 

• RMA helped us understand how the top 4 states administer their H-2A programs 
• No report was generated; RMA visit was a technical assistance visit 

JLARC Audit -  ESD’s administration of the H-2A program.  
• Preliminary report will be available at the January meeting in 2024 
• Final Report will be provided in April 2024 

Office of Foreign Labor Certification (OFLC) Review: 
• Fiscal and Program reviews 
• Final report will be addressed to Commissioner Feek  
• Exit conference with OFLC is scheduled for 9/29/23. 

Transient Accommodations- Updated approach by SWA 
• We have paused our approach on this work- pending OFLC findings report 

FLC Applications – Petra Meraz, FLC Program Supervisor 
Slides provided in advance, no report presented.                                 

Compliance Team update – Margarito Cabrera, Compliance Supervisor                    
Slides provided in advance, no report presented. 

Federal regulatory compliance, ETA and WA specific updates                                           (Addendum IV.)                                                                    
Krister Engdahl, Regional Monitor Advocate & Federal Project Officer, US Dept. of Labor, 
Employment & Training Administration 
Questions & Answers / Comments: 
Michele: What is the most important thing you do? Krister: Review the LEARS Quarterly report. Maintaning 
good relationships with the State Monitor Advocates (SMA). 
Bertha: What domestic recruitment trends are you seeing nationally? Krister: The Agriculture Recruitment 
System (ARS) is an underutilized system. 
Michele: What is the staff power in the Northwest? Krister: I cover all of the Northwest. 

Farm Labor Contractors in Washington – Licensing & Regulation                                     (Addendum V.)                                                                                              
Cristina Rodriguez, Agricultural Employment Specialist, Fraud Prevention Labor Standards, 
Washington State LNI 
The Farm Labor Unit provides enforcement, outreach, technical assistance (plaintalk guidence on 
administrative policy). 
Questions & Answers / Comments: 
Petra: Are H-2A workers shared between FLC’s? Cristina: No 
Rosalinda: Is a bond required? Is so, what is it? Cristina: Yes, legal its called a surety. 

ASWS Topics for Follow-up: FLC  

Good of the Order – Joy Adams                                                                                           
Future Agenda Items: 

• DOL Proposed Rulemaking, Comments due November 14th, legislative analysis given in November 
• Agricultural Overtime 

Public Comment - None             
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Adjourned 
Joy Adams thanked everyone for their continued active participation and for their commitment to this work, 
then ended the meeting at 5:00 p.m. 

2023 Meetings 
The next Agricultural and Seasonal Workforce Services Advisory Committee meeting is on: 

• October 18, 2023 – 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. via Zoom  
Addendums 
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ADDENDUM I. 

 
 

ADDENDUM II 
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ADDENDUM III. 
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Contact information 

Joy Adams, Chairperson, Acting Director of Employment System Policy & Integrity Division  

Employment Security Department ● Employment System Policy & Integrity 


